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other. There has literally been—I’ve gotten
no recommendations from my staff on it.
We’ve had no meeting. Tony Lake and I had
our first passing conversation about it last
night about 6 p.m. So we’ll make a decision
quite soon and announce it, but there has
been no decision made.

Q. Well, you wouldn’t go, would you, if
there’s a war on in Chechnya?

The President. I have said, there is no
decision made. I have made no decision. I’ve
had no meeting. And when I do, I’ll let you
know.

Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown
Q. Mr. President, does Ron Brown still

have your support?
The President. He’s the best Commerce

Secretary we’ve ever had. And he’s gotten
more results. That ought to be the test. He’s
a good Commerce Secretary. The questions
that have been raised about what happened
before he became Commerce Secretary are
being looked into in an appropriate fashion.
And meanwhile, he’s on the job, and I’m sup-
porting him in that.

No Commerce Secretary has ever done
more than he has to create jobs for Ameri-
cans and to support the interest of American
business. And that is the test. And he should
go forward and do his job. That’s what I want
him to do.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.
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Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. I think
we should give Colonel Barber a round of
applause for his remarks and for his service.
[Applause]

General and Mrs. Mundy, Secretary and
Mrs. Brown, honored veterans and families,
distinguished guests, my fellow Americans.
Today on this wonderfully quiet morning,
within sight of so many of our Nation’s great
monuments and on the edge of our national
cemetery, where some of those whom we

honor today are buried, we recall the fury
of war and a landmark in our history that
is one of both loss and triumph. We gather
in the company of heroes, those who served
at Iwo Jima. Many of them do rest nearby,
but we thank God that many are still here
today.

Fifty years ago, with their lives before
them, they left everything, their families,
their loved ones, the serenity and security
of their homes, to fight for a just cause. They
departed on a journey to places they had
never heard of to confront dangers they
could not have imagined. But they never
wavered or faltered. And when they were
done, our liberties and our homes were safe
again.

Last year at Normandy, I was privileged
to say something I would like to say again
because I think that the rest of us can never
say it enough: To all of you who served at
Iwo Jima, we are the children of your sac-
rifice, and we are grateful. On behalf of a
grateful nation, I would like to ask all of those
here who served at Iwo Jima to stand and
be recognized. [Applause]

Today the dimensions of their struggle still
stagger us. As we have heard, when they at-
tacked Iwo Jima, the enemy was so deeply
dug in as to be invisible and all but impreg-
nable. The carnage on the beaches was al-
most unimaginable. The sands were black
and deep and so soft that one man said it
was like walking on coffee grounds. Trying
to claim just a few hundred yards, troops
were raked by gunfire and pinned down. And
as Secretary Brown said, on the first day
2,400 were killed. On hearing of the casual-
ties, President Roosevelt was reported to
have gasped with horror for the first time
since Pearl Harbor.

Securing Iwo Jima was supposed to take
less than 2 weeks, but it took 5. Progress was
a yard’s advance. But never were the words
‘‘issue in doubt’’, the call for withdrawal, ut-
tered. The 75,000 who went ashore pulled
together. Privates rose and took command.
In just one case of many, a platoon suffered
so many casualties that command passed to
12 different marines. Navy corpsmen saved
one life after another, pulling the wounded
from battle. The Seabees did their vital con-
struction work under constant fire.
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